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Objective and Methods

Objective

� To develop national integrated cancer pathways, defined as pathways 

based on nationwide clinical guidelines and national standards for 

processing times and responsibilities at each step of the care process 

through the health care system

Methods

� Regional participation in clinical working groups for each type of 

cancer 

� Close cooperation with Danish Multidisciplinary Cancer Groups 

(DMCGs)

� Establishment of a National Task Force for Cancer

Results

Disease speci fic  g roup s (m ultidiscip linary ) Nationa l im plem entation  C ancer d isea ses 

Co lo rec tal c anc er April 2 008 C olonic  canc er, rectal ca nce r 

Lung ca ncer April 2 008 L ung c ancer 

Head and  neck canc er April 2 008 H ead a nd neck  c ancer 

Breast cancer April 2 008 B reast ca ncer 

G yneco lo gic canc er diseases Augu st 20 08 C anc er in c ervix, ovary and uterus. Vu lva  c ancer (Januar y 200 9) 

Leuke mia September 200 8 M yelo mato s is, a cute  leu ke mia, lympho mas  and myelod ysp last ic 

syndro me 

Ca nce r in the urinary system Nove mber 20 08 C anc er in t he urinar y bla dder and  k idne y 

Skin cancer Nove mber 20 08 M alig nant  melano ma, no n ma lig nant  melano ma  (Janu ary 200 9) 

Ce rebra l cancer and cancer in the   

nervo us  sys te m 

Nove mber 20 08 C erebral cancer 

Ca nce r d ise ases  in males January 200 9 C anc er in t es tic le,  pros tate  a nd pen is 

Up per gas trointes t ina l c anc er January 200 9 C anc er in t he liver and c yst ic  d uct , cancer in esop hagu s, card ia , 

s tomach, pancreas  and me tastases  in t he liver 

Ca nce r d ise ases  in children January 200 9 C anc er in t he brain and  spine, le uke mia, lymphatic  cance r, cance r 

in the c hes t, abdo min al c avit y, mu sculoskeleta l sys tem, abdo minal 

and  c hest w all 

Ca nce r o f the  eye January 200 9 M alig nant  melano ma in uvea, cancer in o rbitae , retino blast oma 

Ca nce r –  o rthopedic  surgery and ot hers January 200 9 O steosarco mas, so ft  tissue  sarco mas (ca ncer in the conne ct ive 

tissue) 

 

Conclusions and Perspectives

The success of integrated pathways was dependent on a joint

venture between the clinicians and the administrative

health care system such as:

� Increased attention by GP’s on cancer alarm symptoms and improved 
criterion based suspicion referrals

� Appropriate and timely political attention and commitment

� Common use of nationwide clinical guidelines

� Increased working in Multidisciplinary Teams

The expected effects of integrated pathways for cancer patients are:

� Reduced waiting times from referral to unset of diagnostic procedures 
and treatment

� Better survival rates, lower mortality and higher patient satisfaction


